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 Introduction to Horizon Europe
 Focus on MSCA Post-doctoral fellowships: 

where to start and tips
 Other individual funding opportunities



A bit of context: EU’s 2021-2027 long-
term budget (1,2 trillion €)
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Source: https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/eu-budget/long-term-eu-budget/2021-2027/spending



Funding research and innovation at 
European-level: the framework programmes
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Horizon Europe: objectives and impact
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Source: https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls
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Horizon Europe: the three pillars
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25 M€ 53,5 M€ 13,6 M€

3,4 M€



Pillar I – Excellent science
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 European Research Council: Frontier research 
 Starting Grant (StG): 2 to 7 years of experience 

since completion of PhD.
 Consolidator Grant (CoG): 7 to 12 years of 

experience since completion of PhD.
 Advanced Grant (AdG): excellent scientific track 

record of recognized achievements in the last 10 
years.

 Synergy Grant (SyG): 2 to 4 researchers. 

 Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions: knowledge and 
skills through mobility and training 
 Doctoral networks (DN) – ex-ITNs
 Post-doctoral fellowships (PF) – ex-IF
 Staff exchanges (SE) – ex-RISE
 COFUND
 MSCA and citizens



Pillar II – Global challenges & European
industrial competitiveness
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 Clusters: 
 cross-disciplinary, cross-sectoral, cross-policy 

and cross-border collaborative projects 
towards the United Nation Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs)

 cover activities from a broad range of 
Technology Readiness Levels (TRLs), including 
lower TRLs

 Missions: a portfolio of actions across 
disciplines in 5 areas:
 Adaptation to climate change, including societal 

transformation
 Cancer
 Healthy oceans, seas, coastal & inland waters
 Climate neutral & smart cities
 Soil health & food



Pillar III: Innovative Europe
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 support to innovations with breakthrough and 
market creating potential:
 Pathfinder R&I grants (ex-FET-Open), from early 

technology to proof of concept 
 Transition R&I grants, from proof of concept to 

pre-commercial 
 Accelerator grants & investment for single SMEs & 

start ups, from pre-commercial to market & scale up



How does it work?
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 Yearly calls for proposals
 Work programmes listing 

the call topics every two
years:
 1 work programme per 

funding type (Pillar I & III)
 1 work programme per 

cluster (Pillar II)
 Listing general objectives 

and information on the 
calls for proposals (budget, 
timeline, evaluation
criteria)

 Everything is available on the EU funding and tenders 
portal which includes one dedicated page per call: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
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Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions 
Post-doctoral fellowships (PF)
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 Who can apply?
 Researchers holding a PhD
 Having maximum 8 years of experience in 

research since completion of PhD
 Complying with the mobility criteria: not 

having spent 1 year in the country of the 
hosting institution over the 3 years preceding 
the call

 Any field of research
 When?

 Typically one call per year, deadline in 
September

 Evaluation criteria: 
 excellence (50%), 
 impact (30%)
 quality of the implementation (20%)

 Indicative success rate: 11,1% to 15,9%



Post-doctoral fellowship: where to start?
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 Before starting to write anything, « pitch » your
project by answering the following questions:

 On average, reviewers spend 4 hours evaluating a 
proposal, so make sure that your abstract fully 
answers these 4 questions

Which societal 
issue / “in real 

world” 
application? 

What are the 
current 

limitations / 
bottlenecks 

you will solve?

What is the 
novelty of 

your project? 

What are the 
major steps to 

achieve the 
project? 



Check the available information
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 EU portal: 
 One page per call with

relevant budget, templates
and guidelines to be
carefully read

 Evaluation criteria
 Success rate and threshold of 

previous calls
 FAQs
 Etc.

 Cordis:
 List of funded projects, 

including abstracts and PIs
 Available search for funded

projects by keywords, 
downloadable in booklets



Proposal preparation

02/11/202215

 3 parts to be submitted:

Get help from
hosting institution

Ethics and security
security

Source: https://cdn2.euraxess.org



Comply with critical requirements
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 Eligibility criteria: minimum number of 
participants and location, level of experience, 
etc.

 Mandatory proposal layout including margins, 
font size, page limitations, etc.

 Closure date and submission time
 Pay attention to non-scientific aspects (50% 

of the evaluation!)



Pay attention to non-scientific aspects
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 Impact: 
 expected scientific /  economic / technological and societal 

benefits of your project
 Open science and research data management: 

 open science practices and  (FAIR - Findable, Accessible, 
Interoperable, Reusable data) research data management

 Dissemination, outreach & exploitation: 
 dissemination approaches in particular beyond the scientific 

community, exploitation plan
 Gender / diversity: 

 take into account gender and diversity in the research 
dimension / the consortium bodies 

 Environmental aspects and Green charter: 
 sustainable implementation of research activities 

 Risk assessment: 
 list main critical managerial, scientific and technical risks with 

corresponding mitigation measures
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European Research Council 
Starting grant (StG)
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 Who can apply?
 Researchers holding a PhD
 Having 2-7 years of experience since 

completion of PhD
 By any type of host institution in a Member 

state / Associated country
 Early-career scientists having already 

produced excellent supervised work, ready to 
work independently and show potential to be 
a research leader

 Any field of research
 When?

 Typically one call per year, deadline in October
 For which funding?

 Up to 1,5 M€ for maximum 5 years
 Evaluation criteria: excellence only
 Indicative success rate: 16% in 2022



But also…
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 Horizon Europe individual grants
 Public funding linked to ERC projects

 Jobs in ERC teams through Euraxess - https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/ - the 
unique pan-European initiative delivering information and support services to 
professional researchers

 Visiting Research Fellowships via regional or national funding : Some European 
countries (mainly Italy and Eastern European countries) fund research visits to ERC 
projects in order to develop researchers’ potential before they apply for their first 
ERC grant.

 International Arrangement funding: International agreements with funding 
agencies and science ministries in China, South Africa, the United States and some 
other countries support early-career researchers to temporarily join ERC teams in 
Europe.

 Mentoring Initiative : boost existing support programmes available via local offices 
in some EU Member States and Associated Countries by helping to identify 
international experts to provide coaching and advice to ERC applicants

 Human Frontier Science Programme
 Long-Term Fellowships (LTF): for applicants with a PhD on a biological topic. Novel 

and frontier project focussing on life sciences
 Cross-Disciplinary Fellowships (CDF): for applicants who hold a doctoral degree 

from a non-biological discipline
 Foundations: Impulscience (Fondation Bettencourt Schueller), Humboldt 

foundation, etc.
 National (ANR JCJC & T-ERC, etc.) and regional (Amorçage Europe) grants



More information
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 EU Portal https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home

 Community Research and Development Information 
Service - CORDIS https://cordis.europa.eu/

 European Research Council – ERC 
https://erc.europa.eu

 Marie Skłodowska-Curie – MSCA https://marie-
sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu

 National Contact Points (NCPs) main structure to 
provide guidance, practical information and assistance
in each country: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp

 Grants office / European department in your institution



Thank you for your attention!
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This presentation reflects only the author’s view. 
The European Union is not liable for any use that may be made of the information contained herein. 


